
TIME TRAVELING IS A LOT EASIER than you may imagine. Just hop 
in your car and head to the Courthouse Museum and Litsch General 
Merchandise Store—and presto, you’ll feel like you’ve traveled back 
to when gold fever was practically epidemic.  An abundance of history 
is waiting for you in this once-bustling town that lies west of Redding 
on Highway 299.
 “!e Courthouse Museum was one of the "rst permanent structures 
in Shasta County,” says Jack Frost, a historical monument guide who 
worked in Shasta for 16 years before transferring to the Weaverville 
Joss House. “It represents the very beginning of Shasta County 
history,” a time when the county stretched to the Oregon and Nevada 
borders. 
 !e past lives on in Shasta, something that is evident the minute 

you walk into the museum. Supervising Ranger Lori Martin says 
the museum exhibits follow a timeline, beginning with the Wintu 
and traveling through the boom and bust of Shasta. !e boom, of 
course, began with the discovery of gold in the late 1840s and the bust 
occurred when the county seat moved to Redding in 1888. 
 !e Courthouse in Shasta was built in 1855, and the museum has 
been restored to its 1861 appearance. Martin points to signs in the 
museum that indicate the original o#ces of the district attorney, 
sheri$, tax collector, recorder, auditor, clerk, etc. !e jail and gallows 
were also located here, and are part of the intrigue of the place.
 Take the stairs to the lower level, and you can see and hear from 
Jake, a prisoner who—thanks to hologram technology—shares stories 
of his misguided life.�
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 “Kids like it, but then they also don’t like it,” Martin says of the 
dank jail’s e$ect. “It’s a healthy message.”
 Shasta was far from lawless, and only held three hangings. 
Martin said the town was quite cosmopolitan, with fraternal and 
social organizations that supported church and schools. 
 In addition to the abundance of historical artifacts and exhibits, 
the Courthouse Museum is also home to the highly respected Boggs 
Collection of art. Donated to the museum by Mae Helene Bacon 
Boggs—who moved to Shasta in 1871 at age 8—the collection 
depicts California’s rich history from 1850 to 1950. !e museum 
o$ers detailed pamphlets on all 98 pieces of exhibited artwork.
 !e Courthouse Museum opened in 1950 and was renovated 
in 2000. !e exhibits and ambiance were greatly enhanced by 

the collections of the late George Albro, who worked at the Shasta 
Courthouse until it moved to Redding and, according to Frost, “was 
the ultimate hoarder.” He saved all he could from the Shasta site in 
his own barn and when the state acquired the property in 1948, he 
donated records, furniture and artifacts to the museum e$ort.
 !e museum remains open today—from 10 am to 5 pm Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday—largely because the community rallied to 
its defense when the state threatened to close its doors in July 2012. 
Generous support from the Shasta Historical Society (Save Old 
Shasta campaign) and the Town of Shasta Interpretive Society, 
along with money from the California State Parks Foundation 
and a new matching funds program through the State Parks 
Recreation Fund, have alleviated the closure threat for now.� 
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 “We’re still open because of the generosity of local donors,” Martin says. 
 Enough money was donated to keep the complex open for the public and school groups. 
Martin says the park bene"ts from the help of some 50 to 60 volunteers, including students 
from two docent groups. 
 Springtime is popular with schoolchildren, who come to learn about pioneer life in the area. 
Students really enjoy visiting the Litsch Store, which opened in 1873 and served customers for 
seven decades.
 Inside the painted red brick building, complete with "reproof iron doors, is an amazing 
reproduction of a general store in the 1890s. Inside are household goods, bulk items, tack, 
hardware, a post o#ce, menswear, shoes, women’s clothing, stationery, cosmetics and notions 
—all as it was, thanks to a photograph of the store’s interior.

 “!e Litsch family was one of few businesses that had interior photographs done,” Frost says.
 !e last owners of the store, Robert and Corrine Litsch, also were reluctant to throw out 
anything, and because of their habits, the Litsch Store today is stocked with original items.
 “Visitors today get to see the real thing,” Frost says. !ere are old leather shoes, never sold or 
worn, on the shelf. People are so amazed at what’s on those shelves.”
 Visitors can look at unusual things such as hair safes and a hat sizer. !ey can peer at the 
store’s ledger, which documents every sale and receipt.
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Courthouse Museum and Litsch General Merchandise Store, Shasta State Historic Park
Highway 299 in Shasta; museum is on north side of Highway 299; Litsch Store is on south 
side; Courthouse Museum hours: 10 am to 5 pm Friday through Sunday. Admission is $3 for 
adults, $2 for school-age children; Litsch Store hours: 10 am to 2 pm Saturday and Sunday 

Betty Lease has been a freelance writer since retiring from the Record Searchlight in 2006. Married for 39 
years, she and her husband are parents to a grown daughter, two golden retrievers and two cats. She’s fond 
of golfing, traveling, reading, gardening, walking the dogs and volunteering. 
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“[Told] with passion and theological sophistication.”
                 — The Wall Street Journal
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SWIMSUIT SEASON IS HERE AGAIN.  
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